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it Carter ’%ad Aaded Sﬂan

By RJCHARD BERGHOL
Threws Pottical writer

“L PAS0—Ronald Reaoan.

termed the lran-Iraq war a “tracnc
situation” ‘Wednesday and said it.
would not have occurred if Pres-
ident Carter had supported the late
Shah of Iran agamst the Mushm
revolutionaries. -

‘When asked by an mtervxewer
what he would do about the war
now, the Republican presidential -
candidate said he did not know for
sure-but would not. make his plan

- publi¢ if he did have one. SRR

_ *Youdon't tell the other fellow in
advarce what you can or. carmot
do,” be said.

Reagan talked aboul the M!ddle
East flare-up on a day of campaign-
ing a2cross Texas, during which he
hammered at Carter’s enervy pro-
gramasan ab;ect faxlure :

ancbpm of%tabnhty R :
Iran was “literally the hnchpm in
bolding stability there in the Middle-

East™ under the late shah, Reagan™ -

said, “and this Administration must "~
take responsibility for letting the
breakup of Iran occur.” -

When asked if he wes blamm° .

Carter for what has happened, Réa-
gan replied, “Well; it’s his foreign -

policy. And I think he acknowl- -
edged, back when: the-uprising oc~ . -

~anred,. and so forth, he .acknowl-.
edged the strategic long-range i im-;
portance of Iran to the whole West-
ern world there in the Middle East.

“And (he) placed more emphasis.
om; human rights or. something, in-. .
the hands of t.he dxssxdents m that K

country.”

#As for Carters announcement"

Wednesday that.the U‘mted States: N

: trut.h is, ka( Carter) has no choice.

“He has allowed the defenaxve
capabilities of the U.S. to become 30

.weakened that it's like when he said
. that we would use force with re-

gards to the Persian Gulf and, two

weeks later, had to admxt we don't .
. havetheforce.”

But Reagan added that. he was

. not. advccat.mv the use of U S. force -
‘now. . -~
.Only Lne day before Carter cam--
-'paxffnmv in Los Angeles, had ac-
" cused Reagan of being too quick to
".’suggest the use of U.S. military
power in international crises.

Later, Reagan issued ‘a brief

- ! statement to reporters, saying:

" “The - situation, involving Iran
and Iraq, is both serious and unfor-

" tunate, not only because the Ameri-

can hostages are endangered but

. also because it could spread into a
. generalized war and because it

threatens the world’s oil supplies.
“What is happening in Iraq and
Tran is the consequence of policies
this Administration has followed
during the last 3¥% years—a vacil-
lating foreign policy and a weak-

x ened delense capabnhty are laroel v

toblame.

--“Itis up to Presxdent Carter now

to decide what role the U.S. must
play, and I will make no furt‘xer‘-
" comments at this time.” . .

»..'Rejects Brxefmvs by CIA ;
"~ Regarding his knowledge of the
Middle- East situation, Reac'an said

during the. interview that he had -
- . tion came from a publication enti-: ‘;
‘tled “Energy Proarams/Enerc'

their"sources ot’ information _and
would continue to reject the regular.
. briefings by the Ceéntral Intelhgene v

Agency th»at. the ‘Presxdent had of

- policies on the derevulahon of 011

- fensive after spending the fast two'

;. who narrowly went for Carter over
" then-President Gerald R Ford four
_Yearsago. .. ..

STAT

lave Oc¢ tme

fieagan Say

Mideast conflict offered in an mter-
view and made public by the Rea- !
gan staff, took attention away from
his attacxs on Carters energy pro-
gram. -

In Lhe East Texas ml neld tow-n of
Tyler, the Republican presidential
candidate heavily criticized Carter's

and gas production. - :
In seeking to get back on’ the of-

days responding to-Carter charges, :
Reagan made a conscious' effort to;
touch a nerve with oil-state Texans

Carter?ohues:’issm ed j"'-,'»» SR

- Accompanied by Texas Gov. W1I~
liam P. Clements and former Gov.
John B. Connally, Reagan told a]
Tyler campaign rally that Carter's
energy policies “have discouraged
the dx;covery and production of en-
ergy in this country,” and that “his
misleading rhetoric and incomplete
facts cannot stand up to the num-
bers presented in the govemnent
reports.”

He quoted Depart’nent of B nnercry
figures to support his charge that oil .
productxon in the United States has!
declined every year since Carter.
took office and that oil imports xor

t

: . “the first half of this year were 6
ok :-"1 .hxgherthanm 1978~ 1

Reagan, who was chxded by Car'---?

. ter earlier in the campaign as using :

unofficial or misteading figures, em-
phasized in Texas that his informa- | '

Markets,” published by the Depart-
ment of Energy in July of this year. N
- Reagan closed out his campar'n

day with a rally in-Grand Junction,
LColo and a ﬂxght toSan Francxsco. N
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